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WATER EXTENSION ORDINANCE
CATAWBA COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA

504.01 Legislative Authority
This Chapter is enacted pursuant to N.C.G.S. 153A-121 through 124 and 153A-284.

504.02 Purpose and Applicability

The objective of the Catawba County Water Extension Ordinance is to set regulations for
the extension of water service in unincorporated areas of Catawba County and applies to al County
owned revenue sharing and revolving loan program lineslocated outsde municipa limits. Catawba County
will extend water infrastructure according to the following terms and conditions.

504.03 Definitions

Agricultural/Horticultural Well. A system for providing potable well water; groundwater, for the
purposes of agriculture and resdential, commercid, or indudtria lawn care.

Availability Charge. A municipd fee for water infrastructure maintenance,
Capital fee. A one-time fee collected by Catawba County for connection to the water system.
Customer charge. A fee for servicing customer accounts.

Eligible refund. That portion of the project cost qualified for reimbursement to the
petitioner in accordance with the provisions of this policy.

Engineering Fee. Fees for engineering review and project doservation for resdential and
commercid subdivison and development set in accordance with a schedule adopted by the County
Commissoners,

Extension. Any water line segment which is necessary to connect water service to an
existing water line.

Extension Permit. Permit issued by Catawba County and, where applicable, a Municipality,
to allow and regulate the extension of water infrastructure.

Geothermal Well. A well used to provide water to a system which employs groundwater for the
sole purpose of cooling and hegting a structure.

Immediate family members.  Direct lineal family members including children,
grandchildren, great grandchildren, father, mother, grandmother, grandfather and respective
Spouses.

Major Subdivision. As defined in the Catawba County Subdivision Ordinance.
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Minor Subdivision. As defined in the Catawba County Subdivision Ordinance.
Non-residential. Commercial, industrial, institutional, or agricultural land use.
Petitioner — Person or company applying for a waterline extension or well permit.

Potable Well. Groundwater which does not contain foreign materials exceeding the
groundwater quality standards specified in the North Carolina Administrative Code.

Private Well Water Supply. Any water supply furnishing potable water to no more than two
(2) residences or one (1) in-home business. In the case of immediate family members, three (3)
connections may be permitted as a private well water supply.

Public Well System. A system for the provision to the public of piped water for human
consumption if the system serves 15 or more service connections or regularly serves 25 or more
individuals. The term includes (1) any collection, treatment, storage, and distribution facility under
control of the operator of such system and used primarily in connection with such system; and (2)
any collection of pre-treatment storage facility not under the control of the operator of the system
which is used primarily in connection with such system.

Revenue Sharing Line. A water line owned and constructed by the County in agreement
with a Municipality as specified in Catawba County Code Section 504.10-15.

Revolving Loan Line. A water line outsde any incorporated areas, constructed through the
County program, offering low interest loansto fund extensions of utility serviceswithin Catawba County as
specified in Catawba County Code Section 504.25-31.

Semi-Public Well System. A water supply that provides water for the purpose of human
consumption for three to fourteen (3-14) service connections and less than 25 people that does not
meet the definitions for a public water system.

User Fee. A municipa feefor water consumption that incorporatesinfrastructure maintenance and
the cost to produce potable water.

Volume charge. A municipd fee for water consumption.
Water improvements. Any improvement made to existing water infrastructure.

Water infrastructure. Any plant, storage facility, line, meter or related materials and
equipment for the delivery of safe drinking water to consumers.

Water line. A pipe which transmits water to users and connects to individual water meters.



Water main. Any water line serving an area, sized and located so that additional service

connections, beyond the limits of any associated development, can be made without lowering the
level of service.

504.04

A.
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2)

Water tap fee. A municipd fee for connecting water service to a water main or water line.
Water Extension

Requirements for Water Connection

Existing property owners with aresdentid dwelling, and existing non-residentia property owners
with abusiness establishment, will not be required to connect to water infrastructures provided: (1)
they are connected to a properly functioning public or semi-public potable well infrastructure; (2)
they are connected to a private well water supply; or (3) they qudify for apermit from the County
Environmenta Health Department to construct an gpproved replacement well. Those not meeting
these conditions will be required to connect to water infrastructure, where available, within thirty
(30) days after notice from the County Environmental Hedth Department.  Availability will be
determined based on Table One for residential, or Table Two for non-residentia.

All new resdentia development, induding mgor and minor subdivisons, will connect to water
infrastructure where available. All mgor and minor subdivisons will connect prior to find plat
approva, however, pursuant to and as provided by the Subdivison Ordinance, a performance
guarantee may be pogted in lieu of completion of dl or part of required improvements prior to final
plat gpprova. Whereno such performance bond isposted, al connections must be made beforea
permit will beissued. All connections will be made & no expense to the County. Availahility will
be determined based on Table One.
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TableOne

Number of proposed dwelling units | Distance from nearest property line
as determined by the County Engineer
1 Dwdling unit Abutting the property and/or right-of-way
2-9 Dwdling units 250 Feet
10-25 Dweling units 1,000 Feet
26-50 Dweling units 2,000 Feet
51-75 Dweling units 3,000 Feet
76-100 Dweling units 4,000 Feet
101-200 Dwdling units 5,280 Ft. (1 mile)
201-300 Dweling units 15,840 Ft. (3 miles)
301+Dwdling units Must extend water infrastructure

All new nonresdentid development will connect to water infrastructure where available.
Availability will be determined based on Table Two. Daily flow for nonresdentia devel opment will
be determined based on NCDENR, Laws and Rules for Sewage Treatment, and Disposd
Systems, Section 15A NCAC 18A .1900 (therequirements of the NCDENR Laws and Rulesfor
Sewage Treatment, and Disposd Systems may be obtained from the Catawba County
Environmenta Hedlth Department). Daily flow for establishments not identified will be determined
usng avalable flow data, water-using fixtures, occupancy or operaion patterns, and other
measured data. All connections will be made at no expense to the County.



Table Two

Averagewater consumption based Distance from nearest property line
on NC DENR Adminigtrative as determined by the County Engineer
Code Section 15A NCAC
18A.1900
130-259 gal/day 200 Feet
260-1,299 gal/day 500 Feet
1,300- 3,379 gal/day 2,000 Feet
3,380-6,629 gal/day 3,000 Feet
6,630-9,999 gal/day 4,000 Feet
10,000+ gal/day Must extend water infrastructure

4) Wherefeasble, one meter will be required per each customer or water user.

B. Connection to County Owned Water I nfrastructure

If connection to County owned water infrastructure is required under Section One,
the following guiddines apply.

1)

County Feesfor Connection

All fees shall be paid to and collected by the appropriate entity prior to connection.

a)

b)

Capital Feeswill be collected from those users who connect to County owned
infrastructure. A building permit for new congruction will not be issued until dl

Capital Feesarepaid. Indl other stuations the Capital Fee must be paid before
connection occurs. Feeswill be set in accordance with aschedule adopted by the
County Commissioners.

Engineering Fees. The County, dong with the applicable Municipdity, will
review resdentid and commercia subdivison and devel opment congtruction plans
and specificationsand perform intermittent observationsduring initia congtruction,
tegting, and fina congtruction phasesof utility service. Neither the County’ snor the
Municipdity’ s observation relieves the petitioner from any responsihilitieslisedin
this policy. Fees for engineering review and project observation will be set in
accordance with a schedule adopted by the County Commissioners.
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2)

3)

4)

Municipal Feesfor Connection

Municipal Fees are those fees charged by the Municipdity for connecting services,
including the ingtdlation of water meter, to cover cogts for maintaining a water system to
servethe demands of the customersand to cover the cost of water produced or purchased,
to be consumed by users. Fees will be in accordance with a schedule adopted by the
Municipdity but shall not exceed 200% of the fees charged to customerslocated withinthe
corporate limits of the Municipdity for smilar services.

Extension of County Owned Water Infrastructure

Catawba County retains complete discretion in deciding which of the following optionsis
most appropriate.

a) By written request, submitted to the County Utilities and Engineering Department
and the agpplicable municipdlity, any property developer, owner, or group of
property owners may petition the County for an extension of water service a the
expense of the developer, owner, or group of property owners, under the
conditions set forth in this ordinance.

b) The Catawba County Board of Commissioners may authorize the extension of
water infrastructure upon its own initictive.

Optionsin Consdering Petitions for County Owned Water Line Extenson

a) The County may require the petitioner, at the sole expense of the petitioner, to
inddl the extenson to meet al County requirements, and to dedicate the
improvements to the County, with digibility for rembursement of dl or some
portion of the cost for that portion of the extension, contingent on the County’s
collection of capital feesfrom property owners who connect to that portion of the
infragtructure. Reimbursement will not gpply to extensions within, or adjacent to,
the petitioner’ sproperty. The County may reimbursethe petitioner for each capita
fee collected for connection to the petitioner financed water infrastructure at the
rate of 50% of each capital fee. However, the period of reimbursement will not
exceed three (3) years from the date the improvements are dedicated to the
County. Reimbursement shdl never exceed the petitioner’ scogisfor the extension.

The petitioner will be reimbursed only for Sngle service connections dong the
petitioner financed line. The petitioner may not be reimbursed capitd feespaid for
connectionswithin petitioner’ s property or for extensions off the petitioner financed
line.

b) If the petitioner’ srequest fallswithin thefirst three years of the Water Master Plan,
the County may jointly finance and condruct the extensionsin cooperation with the
petitioner initiating the request with digibility for rembursement of dl or some
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5)

c)

portion of the cost for such extension, contingent on the County’s collection of
capita feesfrom property ownerswho connect to that portion of theinfrastructure.
Reimbursement will not gpply to extensonswithin, or adjacent to, the petitioner’s
property. The County may reimburse the petitioner for each capital fee collected
for connection to the petitioner financed water infrastructure at the rate of 50% of
each capita fee. However, the period of reimbursement will not exceed three (3)
yearsfrom the date theimprovements are dedicated to the County. Reimbursement
shal never exceed the petitioner’s codts for the extension. The petitioner will be
reimbursed only for Sngle service connections adong the petitioner financed line.
The petitioner may not be reimbursed capita feespaid for connectionswithin their
property or for extensons off the petitioner financed line.

The County may deny the requested water infrastructure extension.

Water Application Reguirements

All petitioners desring to construct water improvements and to connect to the water
infrastructure of the County will make gpplication in writing to the County and the
aoplicable Municipdity. The gpplication must pecify the following:

a)

b)

9

h)

The name, address and telephone number of the petitioner(s);

The location of the property (including PIN numbers and street name if known)
and geographic dignment for which the connection is desired;

Thetota number of resdentia units, commercia establishmentsor industrial water
infrastructure to be served a completed build out, with a description (including
square footage, and type of business) of each;

The size of the water services and water infrastructure proposed;

The schedule by which the petitioner plans to congruct and/or indal the
extenson(s);

The method by which the petitioner will pay for the infrastructure including
evidence of dl necessary permits, easements, rights-of-way, encroachments or
other approvals,

The estimated cost of the proposed improvements,

The estimated water use in galons per day and peak gdlons per hour;

If commercid, indugtrid or indtitutiona devel opment, the number of new jobsto be
created by the proposed improvements,



6)

7)

)

The identity and qudifications of the engineers and contractors the petitioner
proposes to employ to perform the necessary congtruction and ingtallation.

Supplemental | nformation Required with a Water Application

a)

b)

The agpplication must be accompanied by a plat and plans showing the proposed
extensonsin relaion to al properties to be bypassed or served.

The petitioner must employ, at its expense, alicensed engineer, registered in the
State of North Caroling, to prepare plans for the proposed water extensions or
improvements. The County will provide any standard specifications which are
available and/or necessary to prepare the construction documents.

Three (3) sats of completed plans and specifications, with the engineer’s sedl

affixed, must be submitted to the County for review and gpprovd prior to submittal
to any other agency. Approva of plans and specifications by the County does not
rel ease the petitioner from obtaining any and al gpprovas and permits necessary
for the congtruction of water infrastructure.

Responsbilities After Project Receives Praiminary and Final Approval

a)

b)

Following County preiminary gpprovd, the petitioner must submit related
construction documents to the appropriate State agencies for their approva. The
petitioner must submit written documentation of the required State approvasprior
to the commencement of congtruction.

Prior to congtruction, the petitioner must present evidencethat it has obtained any
and al necessary governmenta approvals of the project plans and construction
documents.

If the project is approved, the County and the Municipaity will issue an extenson
permit. The petitioner will have two (2) years from the issuance of this permit to
completethe project. Should the project not be completed within thistime period,
the petitioner may apply for an extension of the permit for up to two years. The
extenson gpplication must be in writing and be submitted, not less than ten (10)
daysprior to the date of expiration of the permit. Applicationsfor extensgonsmay
be approved by the County Engineer if he/she determines the project is
subgtantialy progressing toward completion. The cumulative time period for
project completion shal not exceed atotal period of Six (6) yearsfromthe date of
permit issuance.

The petitioner must agree to indemnify and hold harmless the County and the
Municipdlity from any and dl loss, cost, damages, expense and liability (including
attorney’ sfees) caused by accident or occurrence causing bodily injury or property
damage arisng from theingalation of such weter infrastructure by the petitioner or
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8)

by other parties retained or employed by the petitioner.

Consruction Standards

All water extensons must be designed and constructed in conformancewith State of North
Carolina's requirements and be approved by both the County’s Engineer and the
Municipality’s engineer, or their Consulting Engineer when applicable. The petitioner’s
engineer, with gpprova from the County’ s Engineer and the Municipdity’ sengineer, must
verify that adequate water pressure or hydraulic conditions exist, or can be attained, and
that the projected extension would not unduly tax the Municipdity’ savailablewater supply
before any water infrastructure may be extended. The following standards must be
observed in addition to those referenced at the beginning of this section.

a)

b)

Theengineering design must beinadigital format approved by the County Utilities
and Engineering Department.

The minimum disance for any extension of awater main will be determined by the
County. In generd, the minimum distance will be acrossthe entire length or width
of dl propertiesbeing developed in order to provide accessto adjoining parcel sof
land, wherever feasible.

The minimum Sze water line will be gx (6) inches for resdentia aress, unless
otherwise specified by the County. The minimum water line sze for al non
resdentia areaswill be eight (8) inches unless otherwise specified by the County.

The County, aong with the Municipdity, will ingpect the water infrastructure and
gppurtenances during and after congtruction. Thewater infrastructure must be built
inaccordance with the approved plansand specificationsbeforethey are placedin
sarvice. If any part of the infragtructure fails an inspection, no further building
permitswill beissued, and no approvalsrelated to the project will be granted, until
corrections are made to the County’ s satisfaction.

Lineswill be located within dreedy dedicated public rights-of-way or easements
must be provided. When required, the petitioner and/or present and future
property owners must grant to the County such utility easements as the County
may require. Petitioner will be responsible for obtaining any necessary easements
from property owners. Petitioners may do so by entering into a contract with

County to obtain required easements at no cost to the County, with the County’s
aoprova. The permanent rights-of-way or easements must be a minimum of

twenty-five (25) feet in width in dl cases. The County may require wider

easementson mgor trunk lines. Combined temporary construction and permanent
easements must be aminimum of forty (40) feet in width. Within these boundaries
the County, or its representatives, will havetheright to operate, maintain, inspect,
repair and replace such water infrastructure.
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9

h)

Upon completion of the final ingpection of the project, the petitioner will provide
as-built drawings certified by regisered engineer, a digital copy of as-built
drawingsin aformeat gpproved by the County Utilitiesand Engineering Department,
and technical literature for any equipment deeded to the County. Operation and
maintenance manuaswill be required for any and al mechanica devicesrequired
for the operation of the infragtructure. All warranties and guarantees for such
equipment must be transferred or assigned to the County.

All facility extensons, ingtalled under the provisons of this document, will become
the sole property of the County and be under its jurisdiction and control for any
and al purposes, as soon as such water infrastructure are connected to the County
infrastructure.

If aproposed extenson will connect to an exigting line, which in the opinion of the
County Utilities and Engineering Department will then require rehabilitation or
replacement with larger diameter pipeto provide adequate capacity, the petitioner
may be respongble for dl or part of the rehabilitation or replacement codts, as
determined by the County Utilities and Engineering Department.

The County may dect to increasethe size of certain linesor water infrastructure which are
congtructed by the petitioner. In such instances, the County will be respongble for the
difference in the cost of the larger ling(s) or water infrastructure. However, if the County
determinesthat water lineslarger in Szethan the required minimums are necessary to serve
the petitioner’ s property aone, the petitioner must ingtall the larger lines at the petitioner’s
soleexpense. Inthe event of multiple petitioners, each petitioner will sharein the cogts of
the extension based on percentage of capacity required as determined by the number of
dwedling unitsin al phases of each project.

Financial Expectations When Extending County Owned Water | nfrastructure

a)

b)

The complete cost of water infrastructure required within private developments,
including dl connections, taps, fire hydrants, loops necessary for fire protection and
sarvice to dl lots within the property, or other water infrastructure or equipment
required in connection to the County’s water infrastructure, will be paid by the
petitioner. Petitionersrequesting servicewill pay al gppropriate feesin accordance
with this palicy.

Petitioners will be required to pay the cost of necessary extensons from existing
County water infrastructure.

Ingtdlation of water extensons will be accomplished by the petitioner through
employment of private licensed contractors acceptable to, and approved by, the
County and the Municipdity except where, at the discretion of the County, the
scope and scheduling of the work indicate that the proposed extension should be
made by the County. In this event, the devel oper will advance to the County the
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10)

full egimated cost of condruction, including adminidrative codts, prior to
commencement of any work. Prior to receipt of such funds, awritten contract must
be entered into between the County and the devel oper, which will govern the use
of such funds. If the developer so chooses, onethird of the full estimated cost of

construction can be made after awritten contract has been signed by the devel oper
and the County, with the baance due within 90 days, provided a performance
bond has been secured by the developer and submitted to the County. Following
completion of the work by the County, any funds advanced in excess of the find

costswill be refunded to the petitioner.

d) The County may, at its sole discretion, agree to reimburse the petitioner’ s costs of
extensonsoutsde private development, inwholeor in part. Those petitionerswho
finance extendons of water infragtructure, with digibility for reimbursement of costs
conferred, must enter into an agreement with the County to congtruct the
extendons in accordance with County and Municipality specifications and to
dedicate the water infragtructure to the County without reservation, in accordance
with the policies established within thispolicy. The agreement must be Sgned prior
to the commencement of any condruction.

e) The County may dect, a its sole discretion, to participate in funding water
extensons under any of the following conditions

i) Availability of funds. Approval of any extension(s) involving
financial participation by the Board will always be based on the
Board’s determination that funds are available for such extension(s).

i) Priority economic development projects. The Board may elect to
provide timely water service for significant economic development
projects.

iif) Endangerment of public hedth The Board may determine that sgnificant
public hedth risks can be diminated or avoided by participating in
extensons.

iv) Panned utility improvements. The Board may determine tha certain
improvements are drategic to the development of the County’s water
program and finance these improvements as necessary.

Even if one, or more, of the above conditions exit, the Board of Commissoners is not
obligated in any way to participate in funding awater project.

Post Construction Requirements

Prior to receipt of water service the following requirements must be met.
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11)

b)

Upon completion of congtruction, the project engineer must submit, to the County
Utilitiesand Engineering Department, certification thet the project wascompletedin
accordance with the previoudy approved plans and specifications.

The petitioner must warranty the water infrastructure to be free of defects in
materias and workmanship and to be properly functioning in al respects for a
period of one (1) caendar year from the date of acceptance by the County. The
date of acceptance will be the date upon which the County records evidence
transferring ownership to the County.

During the year of warranty, the petitioner will correct, or have corrected, any
defectsthat may develop in materia,, equipment, or workmanship. Intheevent that
the petitioner neglectsto correct defects to the County’ s satisfaction, the County
will have the right to declare dl or any of the rights of the petitioner under the
contract forfeited, and to remove and/or disconnect any connections that might
have been made to the County’ s water infrastructure, or the County may dect to
make the necessary repairs and seek alien on the petitioner’ s property, both red
and persondl.

As-built drawings must be provided to the County, in aformat approved by the
County Utilities and Engineering Department, prior to conveyance of the
improvements to the County by the petitioner.

Upon completion of thewater infrastructure, and connection to the County’ swater
infrastructure, the water lines, fire hydrants, valves or other water infrastructure or
equipment required to connect to the County’ s water infrastructure, will become
the exclusive property of the County and under the sole and exclusive control of
the County, to be operated and maintained by the Municipality.

Permitting for Groundwater Wedlls

a)

b)

Agriculturd, horticultural, and geothermd wdlls shdl be dlowed. Petitioner must
obtain a permit fom Catawba County Environmental Health Department and,
where applicable, obtain a permit from Catawba County Building Inspections
Department. Ingpections shdl be made prior to the issuance of certificate of
occupancy or electrical service gpproval.

Residentid property ownerswith an existing dwelling located on the same property
aredlowed toingdl areplacement well wherefeasble. A permit isrequired from
the Catawba County Environmental Health Department.

Unlessthewdl isincduded in Section Three, Number One above, therewill beno

new wel permits issued for exigting non-residential property owners if water
sarvice is available as determined in Section Two, Table One.
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12)

13)

14)

Penalty for Violation

A person or entity who is found in violaion of this ordinance shal be subject to a civil
pendty of not more than $50.00 per day. Each day’s violation shal be treated as a
Separate offense.

Revenue Sharing Lines

The County owns revenue sharing lines. Revenues from capitd fees $dl be the sole
property of Catawba County. The distribution and rate of customer charges, availability
charges, and volume charges shd| be determined by contract between the County and the
Municipdity not in conflict with this ordinance as specified n Catawba County Code
Section 504.10-15.

Revolving Loan Lines

Revenuesfrom capitd feesshadl bethe sole property of Catawba County. Thedigtribution
and rate of customer charges, availability charges, and volume charges shdl be determined
by contract between the County and the Municipaity not in conflict with thisordinance as
specified in Catawba County Code Section 504.25-31.
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Water

Capital Fee Schedulefor Residential Water Meters

Connection Size Capital Feeper Meter

Residential $1,000

Capital Fee Schedule for Commercial and Industrial Water Meters

Connection Size Capital Fee per Meter
¥4 connection/tap $1,000
1" connection/tap $1,500
1%*“ connection/tap $2,000
2" connection/tap $3,000
3” connection/tap $4,500
4" connection/tap $6,000
6" connection/tap $9,000
8” connection/tap $15,000
10" connection/tap $25,000
12" connection/tap $40,000

Prior to and at the time of utility construction, the County may offer a one-time discount
of fifty percent of the capital fee.

Other Fee Charges
Water

$250 per 100 lotsor unitsor any part ther eof.
Residential and Commercial Subdivision 0-100 lotsor units $250.
and Development Engineering Fee 101 — 200 lots or units $500.

201 — 300 lotsor units $750.

Engineering Fee will continue at a rate of $250 per 100 lotsor units.
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